The Empress was much afflicted by this spolia-
tion, and she strove, by every means in her power,
to prevent the six towns from being taken from the
government of the Church. She had long foreseen
'all the complications which would spring from the
Italian war and was consequently heartily opposed
to it from the very start. Eugenie distrusted the
king of Sardinia and his counselors, and felt sure
that the Pope would be one of the chief victims of
the '' struggle for independence.''

"As a way out of all these difficulties," continues
the Emperor, "I had proposed an Italian Confed-
eration with Pope Pius IX 'at its head. But the
Holy Father, I learned at the time, was vexed with
me for having asked Francis Joseph, when the pre-
liminaries of the treaty of Villafranca were being
negotiated to join with me in bringing about the ad-
ministrative separation of the Legations from the
Papal States. Nor was he pleased with me for hav-
ing proposed that the Pope be the 'honorary' head
of the suggested confederation, especially as he was
informed that Francis Joseph did not like the ex-
pression. I was afterwards told that he considered
this title a piece of empty flattery, hiding dark de-
signs, 'a mere snare,' but what these dark designs
were, that the Holy Father never told us. So the
Pope would have nothing to do with my proposal
and any real conciliation became impossible, much
to my own and the Emperor's distress."

At another time the Emperor said, speaking of
this same Italian complication: "I was of course
much troubled over this state of things. England,
on the contrary, was delighted, for she saw that the
consequences of the war would be just what she de-
